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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Plans)

THROUGH: Acting Chief, Development Projects Division

SUBJECT: Requirement for Photo Coverage of Vietnam/South China
1. Information is lacking on whether or not the Communist Chinese are

engaging in a buildup in South China of a nature which would be required for any
military intervention in the Laotian/Vietnam situation.

2, If the international situation were to deteriorate rapidly and U.S. Forces
were required to undertake military action incident to ChiCom intervention,
U.S. Forces are lacking current intelligence on the staging areas North and East
of the North Vietnam border and the ChiCom defensive capabilities on Hainan
Island and the Canton/White Cloud area. In most cases in South China there is
little or no intelligence available on the logistics and ground forces. Photography
will provide an indication of ChiCom capabilities, It will also provide data essen-
tial to effective targeting and preparation for intervention by U,S. military forces
if such were required.

3. Previous Indochina and ChiCom U-2 photography has demonstrated
that we can learn details bearing upon airfield activity, rail transportation
activity, port activity, military encampments, and in some cases, electronic
installations. ' ’

4. It is recommended that U-2 coverage be obtained on an urgent basis
of the area North and East of the North Vietnam border as well as Hainan Island,*
25X1

Chairman
Committee on Overhead Reconnaissance

(J MES Q. REBER

* The State Department reserves its position on this recommendation.

CONCUR: The recommendation contained in
paragraph 4 is approved:
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